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through the next year at the legislature 
and was successful in getting funds for the 
next stage of development — early-stage 
companies. 

To date, six companies have received 
matching grants up to USD 250,000. For 
example, Apoplogic, a company co-found-
ed by Richard Duke, PhD, and located in 
Aurora, CO received one of these grants. 
The company is focused on the discovery, 
development, and commercialisation of 
therapeutic products that target apoptotic 
cell death pathways found in cancers, leu-
kaemias, and lymphomas. 

Advanced MicroLabs is a chemical ana-
lytical instrumentation company dedicat-
ed to pioneering microchip measurement 
techniques. Dr. Charles Henry, professor, 
Colorado State University in Fort Collins 
is one of five co-founders at the company, 
which has received USD 1.7 million of ex-
ternal funding.

There is a definite theme in all of these 
examples. New state programmes, ad-
vanced by CBSA, are dedicated to strate-
gic funding gaps that have prevented the 
successful commercialisation of research 
technologies discovered at Colorado insti-
tutions. These first two programmes have 
been so successful that in 2008, the State 
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Legislature, with the support of Governor 
Bill Ritter, Jr., extended these programmes 
for the next five years at funding for a total 
of USD 26.5 million. A minimum of 16 
technologies will be advanced every year 
that would not have had resources without 
this legislation. It is fair to say that these 
developments, which are significant by any 

measure, would not have emerged without 
the CBSA coordinating the industry sec-
tor, economic development agencies, uni-
versities, and others to make the case for 
the investments.

Key bioscience industry indicators exceed national average growth rates in Colorado. 
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